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This year, I believe,.

This year?

I believe thafisxxightxx so.

That was with regard to what allegation? The 29 pound deal.

No -- no that occurred in 73. I know that.

What one are we talking about?

This one where he gave part of the purchases of heroin to the
guy that brought him into the connection.

Oh, I see.

As payment.

Ok.

Attua11y gave the informant part of --

ft wasn't the informant. It was a kind of unwitting informant.
That brought him in. . ‘therersTgrsorgod-damned much-stuff, .-¢
Ni1l how long ha;e you been gone from E1 Paso, here, Jack?

I left November 4th, 73. And I've tried teo stay away from these

_people as much as possible. I--I'1T1 tell you one that happened in

San Antonio. You're familiar with it too. Thit Rudy Tngévrsall casei

You remember that dentist there -- 73 -- before the merger. And I
was still with Customs and --

1 'do remember a case on a dentist, I believe,

Didn't we have -- didn't we -- conference in Judge Seég?ons office
and talking -- we had -- oh -- Vanderloo and a whole Sunch of ATF
people, we were talking about a lot of stuff we'd dug up in our
investigation that was a kind of shotgun -- every agency had a shot

: or May
at the damned thing. Seems it was in Aprilf 73. I know once you

were -called in on. But, any way, in that particular case there was
a contact put out on Ingersall. And before we had started into the
investigation too depp deep, we went to BN and asked if they had
anything they were doing on these people, Ingersoll, Jim Dement,

guy named a kamix whole lot -- Jack Hanratty. They

said no, didn't have anything., Mot a god damned thing. And -- 2h --
turned out they did. They had a guy named Johnny Castillo that was .
an informant of theirs that had been -approached by Boyd Beck and
Bobby Ray Irwin to Ei11 Ingersoll. They knew this all the time and
we found out about it through a completely different source. That

there was a contract on him. We didn't take a chance, We sent the

2
7
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guy up to Dallas. Put him in a hotel up there, And the guy made
a mistake and called a broad that he ksew in Dallas -- but, anyway,

Castillo ends up in Lake Lakemeyer, deader than hell. " And Castillo’

waswan inforiant that had just got' through working some cases in
Detroit. He had just come back into town. So, we were sure, you
anow, that they were setting on all this'god damned information for
themselves. And, you know, what else. Which could have been
disasterous for us if we hadn't lucked out and got our own piece

of information. It was disasterous for one man. And I -- I think
But that's

stuff like that. I can't see the sense in it., Waxxzkked about it

its in
samexaf the files in San Antonio. Very well documented. They had

~me write that up after Castillo was found and we got the whb]e

story. Well, boy. Then, in Mexico, I worked with a guy a very
short period of time, two or -three weeks. He came down to take

the place of somebody who'd gotten run off by Arpio. His7Hame wasy
FrankiscGuzman.fe cane -out of NeW York.to Mexigo City. Got in
some trouble down there and got bounced out of HMexico. And he was
sent to New Orleans. He got sent out of New Orleans to Nashville,
Tenmessee, A]T;righff:ﬁﬁ&&ﬁﬁl?dﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁfJTHEYéTépéd”ﬁfﬁﬂhﬁﬁiﬁdfyi

‘case-on-a-guy by the name of Lee Chagra and ‘a whole 1ot of other

pqu]gj;:J45f0fl£hem; “Well, Frank came out here before I got back
into Customs. And he said, you know you have been workifig on a guy
named=Tim 0'Shay/ % . I said yeah, I have. And he said I understand
you've got some tapes, tape recorded stuff he gave you on all these
people, I said yeah, he did, but he mxexxa gave it to us with the
understanding that it wouldn't be used unless he got granted
immunity. Now at that time, Bill Sessions and I worked together on
that thing. Sessions and I WentTover-to Uvalde-where 1 ‘h ad_ m m in
jail.and-we -talked tolthe guy and it:was:all-explained to him. Laux
Even though we couldn’t give him immunity, we wouldn't use the tapes.
Gent]emen's agreement - that he would go ahe?d az?ﬁffjjﬂhipfgf we
were waiting for an answer out of Justice‘thA b,. But I had the
tapes. But-being that I was no longer really in control of anything.
while I was with DEA, those tapes ended up in the hands of Frank
Guzman, and I don't know where they are now. They ended up with

Guzman. Guzman asked me to take him out to -- to -- ah == dalk o

Shea. I told him yeah, 1'd do that. I'd take him out there anu
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intyﬁdUce him and give him the pitch but it was up to him if he
wanted torcaeperate. You know, I would ¥ just make the introduc-
tion, and that's it. And they went out. there on their own. Guzman
and some other people who I don't know who they are. They came
down in an operation they called Sand Storm that they were working

i . Anyway, they insisted that Shea cooperate

and they were threatening to take him and the %xpeg tapes and

everything to a grand jury. And give the tapes to . Yell,

he was concerned and he ca]iéd me, and I got concerned. I called
i1l Sessions who was still U, 5. Attorney in San Antonio. He
ssuredx assured me and Shea and everybody that the agreemeﬁt still

held. wButs=thexnextzthing:happened:

Erank~Guzman-got-bought. iow ¢

thﬁyaknqw_yhpyyﬁe:fﬁﬁkm31bioboffr6ﬁfé31dwyer in-tho-case-and they

fﬁh1nk $33,00035 HNow I got some information and I don't really want

Buddy
to say right now, but I understand Brother & Chagra and some of

these othér peoplia aroun ere paid_ inte.The Kitty=to buy the

singer. He was putting out the word, you know, not to everybody
but I mean a certain few that it was in . We thought with
the courts but it was better than that. It went right straight to
the agent and and they ain't never done-nothing about that. They
just fired the guy, but they should have pursued that god damned
thing because I think most of that originated right odééhere while
he was here. He was here a long time working on a case.

What was fhigxzbmeHtx Guzman's position?

SDecia] Agent, DEA.. At that time DEA, formerly BNDD, formerly FBH.

Hle had been around a while.

=z

nen was he fired?
Hot long ago, just a few months ago. So that's a matter of record

With =

hnd he was . the - case agent . on the Chagra case?s

S S S u L S T

Teah, god “damned-sure was.. Sure Was. <

find YOU ment1oned that there was evidence that he. had rece1ved

R i g e A eSS IR R U ol SRR R -

2t least. $10,000?
®ight. They had -- I don't know they got it, but they had a scrap
of paper that said 10U $10,000 and signed Frank Guzman you ally

)
Hut that was just a loanm, but the word is pRx --
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Who was that supposed to have been from? Who'd he get the money from.

One of the other lawyers in the case, I think, in Nashville,

- word was
But the word among the talking the easing out they
“was $36,000 took “not all in one lump sum, but --

Nhat was Guzman able to do for them in return for that amount of
money?

I1{ was Uibelieviable screvied that case {p. That case wasn'£ prosecuted
when he got through with it. His report was bad; everythiné was bad.

A lot of things he didn't follow up on, he should have followed up

on. Just -- for a conspiracy that -- I think they eqded ﬁp with

45 defendants in the damned thing. You couldn't convict hardly anybody

with what he wrote up. Anyway. The case was thrown out and he retired
and-there wasn't anything else said. X¥xxx Very quietly got away.

llere you aware of it? Aside from the case being thrbwn out?

uell, I was aware the case in Tennessee and Chagra had been dismissed
but I did not know , I don't know any of the facts and circumstances.

I didn't think because I am sure -- as long as he was out

here, I know god damned well, that it uriginated right here. 1'11

lay you any odds on it. Now I don't Pnow where those tapes are. I've

got no idea where they are.

et oy g AT A T T O [ ST T Yoo,
e -

How did”Glizman come: nto possess1on of ‘your-tapes™o y "rjcpnvarsatipq;

Mith Shea? ..

I'worked for, theout ity Irhad-tos give them upv, You

don't understand th1s outfit,. John, they'Felnot ZErthey: don t play

s e Pt B

by anybody s rules but their own.

Well, who would have been the proper custodian of these tapes?

Me. Under the circumstances.

But under the regulations or rules of the agency, you had to give
them up, all right, to whom?

Well, I -- I gave them up to, I ﬁe]ieve, Bartorff.

P w"Bartorff?' Bob™ Burtorff7 ,

Yeah. That's another story too, but I had to give those, I bé]ieve
He was then the acting SAIC out here?

Yeah. Either gave them to him or Roberts®M Robertson got a promotion

shortly after coming into DEA. 1 might have given them to Robertson.

I don't remember. 1 was really prgud about everx getiing anything.
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a source of
But I had suek assurance that they wouldn't be used where they

intended to use them, so I didn't pursue it any further than that.

Also, along about that time I had a lot of personal problems. My

wife was sick and had to put her in the hqspita]? ITgotrarhardship

ttpggjgrﬁSbffiﬁEETT}fﬁ?ﬁﬁ?ﬁfEHFETTHE%TRﬁEﬁTTEYHSFfEHEEVEEEbinﬁ my

word  toTthe” boyx Aside from that, I let it go. But knowing what
there's

I know about Guzman and also as an agent over there in New Orleans,

which is still DEA. I ~- hell I've been in narcotics with him

for - jesus - years and he told me confidentially what they had on

nailed him

_Guzman as far as the rest of the money. One they krawuxaf for sure

was $10,000 but the rest of it was around $36,000. It had come

-from another source here in E1 Paso. Bunch of crooks -- it was $36,000.

Far as I know it was $36,000. I believe it., The guy that
, they were making tremendous amount of money off this

narcotic. I am sure they had it to pay. Because I'm sure

it was worthwhile paying. Of course, it's an embarrassing situation,

too because that would have made some kind of headlines. But -- you
know, let me give you an example. When I left BNDD and come to
Customs, they had no idea I was going to do it. I couldn't tell
anyone I was going to do it. They're the most vindictive bastards
you ever want to meet. [If they find out you are fixing to go out,
if they can wreck you before hand, they will. So, I héﬁino problems
as far as my Jjob performance , no way, I -- In fact I had gotten

two awards, back to back. One of them came just about four days

before I actually gave them the word I was quitting. So they

-couldn't do a hell of a 1ot so far as -- you know, bad mouthing me

after -- one of the awards came directly form Ingersall for scme-

thing I did in New Orleans. But it came directly from him, so --
word of

when I got back wixkh the merger, I got a message. Now you're

going to find out how the Jdews felt when theyfled from Germany to

Austria. You know,-they didn't have to tell me that. I already

knew it. I'd been in that outfit a long time, and I'd seen this
kind of stuff --

Who told you that?

0ff the record I1'11 tell you, but not on the recqrd.

Hell, it doesn't do us_ény;gpod uhless we can use it.
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Wince who?
Meiia o3
Who is he? .
DEA.. 1 think he is a training officér in region'in
Dallas.

Do you think he said that in a position to enforce it or --

1 think -- he no he wasn't in a position to enforce it. I'm pretty
; - “Fleurds
sure he was deliveryng a message and ah -- so., Saul-- ah Flint.

Lef me tell you about Flint. The allegations of the gentlemen this
mj-=--- (TRPEENDS )

12
Regional.Director of DEA in Dallas. The informant who gave
me the information about all the other agents, which .proved correct,

al%o gave information k& about Art Fleur. Art Fleur was demoted

and transferred. That's all that happened. Transferred to Arizona.

But now he's back up. But we always -- there existed in headquarters
what we called the Purple Gang. The old bureaucrats. [ don't
care what name you giver them. ThatTgang haSTprevailed throughout.
WS Lpgerso ] may bejatzthe head;=or Bartels,” oriGeradonald.y

that same heirarchy has been there and is ;%5]1 there.
Now granted a few have retired here in the last year. I think behind
it -- some pressure has beeﬁ broughtto bear. Congressional hearings.
Some of them chosen to drop out, That same group is there. They
always make the policy. They always will as long as they're there.
This ~- fﬁis -- you can see for yourseif or ask anybody who's been

you

around this business very long. But that was a group that/did not

vant down your back. If they told you to do something, you'd better

"hRit get doing it in a hurry, because they weren't going to accept

any other answers except . . Now, One time I was called
-~ this was during the same period of time. I think it was late 67
or very early 68 -- still hadn't had the merger, with BDAC, called
at home, I was acting agent in charge in Hew Orleans, told to standx

by, don't leave for work. He's called my next instruc-

tion was call in sick. 1 called in sick., Hext question was you got

any wiretap equipment, [ said no, J don't have any wirkei wiretap
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equipment, Because Senator Long's committee was running amuck.

We turned in everything. They said, well, can you get it, I =zaxx
said maybé I can get it. Gulf Port TV had a ton of it. VYeah, |
probably can. Well, see if you can and call us back. Called back.
Ok. He said we're going to tell you who to put it on but I tell
you if you gét caught, you're going to get fireq. I said well I'm
not gding to do it. VYou'all forget it. He called back later and
said, well, we'll reprémand you and transfer you.. I said no sir,

i'm not going te do that. You know, if you're not going to help,

yoli're not goina to back me, the hell with it, I'm not going to go.
So, they decided I wasn't the right man. They never told me who to
put it up. But they damnéﬁ sure -- If]} guamamxmgx lay you odds
somebody put it on.

Who called you to tell.you that?

FrankPapas =¥You Knpw Frankrbapas: hdsn trgot-sense- enough to. know

SRR e TR R 5
what wiretap.isi Somebody cause he d1ﬁn iﬂknouh
anything about anything.

Jack, do you have ény othér information éhout -- what might be violations
that evolved or occured in E1 Paso while you were here?

You know, I kinda think -- ah -- I=huyewsuspicions=about one and I'm

not —- I'm not in a position where I can give you first hand informa-
tion. How Herb Hales wnukd would -- he could tell you %ﬁ he wants

to tell you. I understand -- they had a gun fight over there --

but the‘gunfight --

PR s
ETjiarez?

An-Juarez.§\ But we are sure fmom information we get from our sources

that it wasn't really a guﬁ fight. The one guy had a gun. Man

never found that. He never found the gun. So It looked like, although
there may have been one gun, the rest of them didn't have them when and
they were fleeing., In the process of flight, Lecomb shot one of

them, fleeing. Tried to get Hales to do it and Hales didn't do it.

And he emptied the gun, emptied the god damned gun. Still alive,
though. Shot to pieces but he was still alime. And one guy they

waux found in a field that -- couldn't determine where he was there

or not, but he'd been shot, too. But he was a rotting skeleton w you

know, when they found him. le'd been just about right -- died about
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the right time but no way really of saying that gquy was there,

that was skimmed over very

When did that occur?

It occureed-----

Hales can give us the details on that?

Yes he can. He sure can. MNow I wasn't there but the pattern, when-

ever you have a shoét-out in Mexico, it gives you

You don't tell the truth. Officially or unofficially. I kmeuxxtx

did. -My reports in Mexico have got the truth in them. In my

" judgment, The Mexicans may change one to go except all the respon-

sibility for it. And he did officially with the Mexican government.

Which : . They kept the thing as

far as they could. Inspection is supposed to investigate every
shooting., Not necessarily the individual but the incident. And they
d{dn't this one. \Becéuse Arpio was super tight with Ingersoll

and got Ingersoll not to do if. He didn't want an investiagadion in
that office.. He couldn't have stood an investigation. Mow the shooting
would have been a vehicle for them to be in there aﬁd once they were
there, it would have been holy hell. And he knew it because in less

than a year ) before he left and he really couldnt

survive it. “§o, wHatever strings he pulied with Iﬁger§&}1, and he
admitted he/gl?1ed the giammgx strings, there was never é;‘investiga—
tion. They accepted what we put on paper as correct. And it was --
it was correct, S5till it should have -- should have been done. Now
vouchers=and things like that, there were fraudulent vouchers. In

other words, they bought things for Mexicans that were charged off

some other way. I was supposed to review and approve vouchers and

I wouldn't approve some of them but Arpio did. when I wouldn't
do it, he'd do it. But they were always , you hnow, like
$45.00 for a god dman damned breakfast for two people _in

Mexico. So this kind of shit went on and on and on. And, well, hell,

S0 in ‘the process of hdi hiding reports, we were under

orders from the White House to furnish all copies of our reports con-
cerning smuggling to Customs, We didn't. We gave them some things, but

we had two sets of files. We were like a bookkeeper chiseling keeps

two sets of books. We had mnother set of files locked up in the safe.
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He we had a ¥z liaison man there in ‘the office.

In fact he was so fogged with footwork, he really thought eversy-
thing was beautiful. MNo way. MNo way. We -- cut that thingz off.
We had one man reviewed Mexican newspapers. If he read there was

a seizure somewhere in Mexico, he would call wherever that seizure
was made and get the names of the defendants, the amount of the

drugs, and write it up just like we had done it. And this was --

this-was-—a-pattern; ‘andhe: tooP creditifor’ everyth1ng that-was- dnne

,mainly hard.

B AT W L e R kb - 2

This Was at the d1rect1on of kp Arpio?

Right.

Who made up the reporté?

Well, when I refused to do it, he did he it. So he did it hmiself.
And this was very often, -- now the one who actually wrote the BND-6
as we called, which is an investigative report, mostly Burton and
laredo , Burton Laredo would write it. Now there were certain-things
that he had been directed to do on some major violators that we had
surfaced, Eug that he didn't do. George Belt that has Jjust recently
retired, came down with d real scorcher directed at me to get one

of these reports. And I -- it was supposed to come from Laredo.
Taken out of my hands and another agent s hands and ass1gned to him.
But he wouldn‘t do it. And I went to Arpio and showed it to him.
And he said it wasn't any of my business. But there was another

PO ——

one came down -- another teletype. ThTE?was gett1ng nasty...-50.

I' TS T

urote s BND 6 show1ng myﬂefforts to get ar-a- réport jljust”tp;cﬂver

my- ass,ﬁbecause that vas the game we piayed _cover your ass.

o~ CPORR R R e e it o Z" H

So,-that -memorandum was retunned “to me. It was a big red X and re-
turned, And so I wrote a memorandum to him and sent a copy to
‘Washington, exp1ainin1ng what I had tried to do. And he couldn't
fight that, but I did get a severe ass chewing from Arpio fbr sending
it direct in, but that was the only way I could do it. And keep the
problem from happening to me. éut I don't understand really why he -
wouldn't do it. Now there was something there that I didn't know
about, going on, but -- very strange. Oh boy. So I did write a

memorandum also covering the graft. 1 set out exactly what type

2=




78.
Co

Co

Co

Co

A

Aithedates . ™ Which you Would weed; rightvrAs-far:

officials were getting how much, how often. And thc process it

took to get a badge in Mexico -- you Euy your bad- . And you

pay to keep it -- pay $500 a month to keep it. So I had all this
broken down in a pretty damned lengthy report entit]éd,you know,
police corruption. I seriougly doubt that thing went anywhere,
really.

You submitted that to Arpio.

Yeah. But I get get you a copy of it.

You think you still do have a‘copy?

Yeah. Now I can give jou a lot of dates -- I've got my =-- you know,

we made daily reports. A lotrofrthis-gtuffylrcancpinpointrexactly:

s=Guzman: in_ 177

R i i

e

Nashville, I don't know how you are goin§ to go about getting that
unless you can -- got a way to pry it out of DEA inspection, and
I don't know whether they would give you the whole package or not.

Maybe they would. I don't know. I don't want you to take my word

“for it. 1 know what I am telling you is factual. The man is gone

and that's why he 1is gone,

Your surmise is they let him out with a resignation in order to
avoid the unpleasant publicity that would result from anything
else?

Yeah. It dang sure is.
And he was able to botch up the case so much that it resulted in
the dismissal? .

Yeafi. And I do believe that he got a lot of information that he
would have never got from those tapes. That he got from me or in
any event that came from me. Now I should have copies those tapes.
I didn't though. I should have. But for the most part, Bill

Sessions knows what's on them. I mean, you know, he heard them.

1 think he was there when I got the tape. So I don't know what

his exact recollection would be on it, but we did write reports on

it. There is a case report. I =-- just Thornton and

S Abraham that same casc. Ralph wouldn't go on it. He

felt 1ike it was not enough.

By Ralph, you mean Ralph Harris?



79.
o

C
Co

TAPE

Co

Co

Lo

jarris, yeah. HNow, I talked to Jamie about a good bit of this

ctuff. And Jamie, of course, pretty damned solid guy as far as

1 am concerned. He was concerned about afxihx some of {he things
Ron ’
" gqoing on and our -- 1'11 tell you I didn't gat go to awe -- now
[ don't want this to sound like an allegation -- it's not, please

; it L T

believe me, it's not an allegation. "T Just’ TWASH L -really. sure ... Ti

‘that:lf@ﬁﬁldﬁiélkjtqjRbn@ Because Ron was fairly new at the time

and he was -- I think -- enamowied” with"Marqo, ~you- know,fnart1nez,

e i 3 e e, 2 et e, B

the former U. S. Magistrate. And I had an informant that was -

-around the a 1ot and that they were -- he was telling

me that they were getting ridxafxsim, you know, really special

treatment at the ; i

By they, you mean------- ?

g T S LT T Ty

Ron and-Mario.And .1- Tdidn 't rea]]y (TAPE ENDS)

513

Mario.
------- you know what he might say to Meyergx You know, as far as
Ron is concerned, 1 don t th1nk lario -- may

. At that time, he was pretty 1mpressed by

Mario. It was obvious. - ihey would go out together with their =5
families7and . all-that, %I SOt really-didn t-trust Mario more “than
I;didﬁfiltﬁﬂéf:ﬁzﬁffygﬂfﬁﬁgﬁffEmW}§n?tﬁthat. I was just, afraid of
the friendship. And even after Mario left officel ‘Ron~was-in-thec.
U TSITRETGTREYTEI0TrCe) they still went:out together, As far es

I know, they still do. I don't know I héven't been in contact with

this informant for some time. But they were getting very, very

favored treatment : .

What is this Golfing Club?
race track
It's a dog track/over at Juarez.

Hho was giving the favored treatment, Jack.

- owned by the that's who owns the
god damned thing

——eee . Special treatment ---sssmesomes when they came in they

viere really . I just, Tike I say, I didn't trust Hario!

e may be a great guy, but I donft think so.
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So, some things I told Ralph, maixin his

official capacity. I knew Ralph pretty well, but he didn't seem
interested. He never proceeded. The case on 1
thought was pretty good. It's probably in the U, S, Attorney's

office. You may want to pull it and see about it.

- getting rid of some evidence, and he arranged

for it and I expect the whole shebang. He was

actually right after the commission of other crimes which was
a federal :
assault on/an officer. These agents were taken out in the desert

and arranged . In fact he told one to
run and they both talked to
got the god damned together and he told him to flee.

was a defendant in the case
Kem Shay/and he told him to flee. I

~dincluding everybody. told her to get the

gun. She was the least likely to be under surveillance. You know

i thought had. it documented. But

that's neither here nor there. So nobody was particularly too
interested in this kind of stuff so I didn't worry about it. It

wasn't my job. This is the first time I've really set down

‘daysrand rememberzas I-go along. gy

We really appreciate you doing that, Jack. You know, tﬁ;ing to pull

]

and told anybody. This isn't ail of it. I-CoUld gaZENFOUGH my = %

together everything that you've got. Particularly as to the details

if we're going to make anything as to the allegation against Arpio =

because hazgizx basically if he was filing false statemeh%;; it is

going to take a lot of review to go back tq;ﬁhpmughdﬁgetting them
tied as to facts and casesrand most Qf:théffﬁgngs you have told .us
today have been in that area, whenf;dﬁ were in Mexico in 70 and 71.
And, correct me if I'm wrong; they do involve allegations against
Arpio and basica]]y,againgt him only. Is that it?

No- “E Mdfido =="Marino was" 7~

Ok, well, you know, if you can pull those out and get the details

that'd be fine.

I can pull out some names of people that got the hemimxbemix hell

beat out of them and when and when the things were pretty much -- when

things transpired -- writing reports. My. Pinckney,

I don't have access to all these Files anymore.
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What I'm saying the ones that you can identify, then I -- I mean
it's impossible for me to go -- anything w "hout some sort of date,
some sort of entry into the system -- defendantror date.

Yeah, 17 ¢an'give-you that. .17 can.give you €nough”to come up with
the files.i A Lot of ‘time I ¢ouldr=z<"you-could referr refer by a

bunch-of names|. I can give you the principle name like

and case number so you can zero in., Now this deal with the informant
) in New Orleans and
gétting murdered whatever. Those files were never put out

these files are always locked in my safe in HNew Orleans

and headquarters and such and I don't even Kknow if these -files exist
gone through

or not. Because gmREXE Geordano and IngersoTl and Bartels
and I don't know who the is now. I never heard of him.

(mukb¥x mumbling - unidtelligible ) Really bad stuff.

Well, whatever you één furnish us by way of dates or names or files

"numbers that would help us identify specific records would be helpful.

If there are other matters-which -you think ofror think ought: to be

brought-to-ourrattention; whatever=it is; welllizberglad toThave it

—and-review 1t.3

13 iy ey e

Well, this smuggling operation I was telling pou a?out where they
brought the stuff into the counfry. That was notw;;hArggo‘s original
knowledge . In fact, he was pretty pissed off about it‘bécause

they just sent him a copy of the report marked secret that it had
already happened, you know, iimsmanmimdmbaekx when he started getting
stuff back and forth. And similar operations exist. But -- ah --
there was so god damned much of it.

Where -- what is your present status now. Again, [ know you put
that on the record. Ypu're in Laredo.

Yeah, I'm Director of the Customs Patro].- You know, Dave Porter

the exact same position. But I was former Chief of

Police jﬁ Kingsville and Deputy Sheriff of Beeville before this.

This October will be 22 years in Tlaw enforcement. And :

tolerate ) ' . I've shot quite a few men but

which it was justified and I was shooting back. They started it.

The Mexican agent -- I don't know -- and I are pretty

good fricends
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speak to others for me. But he could

‘tell you a hell of a Tot. And a lot of stuff went on but -- between
Arpio and Marino and the Attérney General's O0ffice of Mexico.

Ve because he kept us away from it. He wouldn't

allow us -- nobody to . Originally I had been the ‘1iaison over there
you know we would need officers to go work a case. They were com-
pletely untrustworthy. We -- we'd only tell them that we had a case
and that we needed them. That was when a base was ready fo go dovin.
Ready to bust. We never to]& them who, where, a damned thing.

to the
It was sent over embassyand we left. We never told them. You

couldn't tell them. 1t wag -~ 1 was -~
You're talking about the Mexicans?

I feel like inno-

Mexicans7rzlt wa

suicide totell -thems A -lot=—pny

e Catat

d—=who-had no~involvement in-the drug set up.

Cenfwggaﬁiéi§ﬁ¥%é%
But xaxlyou KRGHIHE s Casy to ‘get1n-3al1-the¥Fe  bit a son of a
bitch to get out. VYou can't do it half the time.

He?], most of the case, the Mexicans -- it was their baby at that
2;%2? I meah, you talk about their beating up on péople, they were

in their country, in their custody, violated their laws, and

you-werg-presentTor you

svermsav s fit-toi

RTINS RS

rcede-and-~take-oyer

R S SRS - P e e

this-situationg

No? ccouldnit

EYSH?EBEIHHII;ﬂo;that;;fight?

Couldn't do that. But what I objected to was our own-agents parti-
cipated and this is -- is still going on. And fact daily. And
they've got this task force working down thereg, and that's what

they do. Ameican agents are participating in these tortures of not
only just Mexican citizens but ku just whoever they happened to have
their hands on at the time., That's -- that's fact.

He]1, at this point, why don't we try to see if we can get\Hai]es
in. Why don't you try to pull out some of the records for me, Jack,
and we'll get back to you and sce where we stand at that point. I
want to try to get Hailes in here and talk to him. I know Judge
Boyd wanted himxto be talked to today and I don't know what time

he plans to depart here. But, sce if I can go ahead and get --

(tape stops)



83.

H

START OF INTERVIEW

H = Hailes

Again, I'm John Pinckney with John C]érk in Judge'Wood's Quarters
in E1 Paso, Texas, on the 21st day of August, 1975. Now present
with Mr. Clark and myself is Herbie Hailes. Is that H - a - i -
- e - 57 .

That's correct;

A1l right. And where -- what's your occupation, Mr. Hailes?

I am a Air Officer assigned to U. S. Customs Air Interdiction Unit

here in E1 Paso.

A1l right. And how long have you been stationed here in El1 Paso?
With the Federal Government, siﬁce 1968. With U. S. Cﬁstoms Aif-
Support Unit since 15 June of 1975.

And Prior theréto, you were with DEA, is that correct, sir?

That's coriect. 1 was with DEA since inception July Ist, 1973 and

prior to that fime I was a special agent with U. S. Customs Agency
Service here in E1 Paso.

Ragx A11 right, sir.- And it's my understanding that you are here
of ymuxewnr your own violition today, having indicated yourdesire

to talk to Mr. Clark and myself, having communicated that to

Magistrate Boyd. Is that correct? 7 e

That's correct.

A1l right., Mr. Hailes, I want to go ahead and advise you fa of
your rights. As I understand it we‘re investigating or obtaining
evidence against possible illegalities as well as impfoprieties
against DEA agents, of which you served for a certain period of
time, and if there come a point whe}e we ask you questions where

you would want to take yourprivilege against self-incrimination,

T would advise you to do so. And accordingly, I want to advise

you of your rights, your so-called Miranda defined rights. You
have the right to remain silent. You understand that, sir?

That's correct.

And anything you say can be used against you in court. You under-
stand that?

Yes, sir.

You have a right to talk te a lawyer for advice before we ask
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you any question and to have him with you during questioning. Do
you understand that?

Yes sir,'I do.

If you cannot afford a lawyer, one will be appointed for you before
any questioning, if you wish. Do you understand that?

Yes sir.

If you decide to answer questions now without a lawyer present, you

still have the right to stop answering at any kijmex time. You

also have the right to stop answering at any time until you talk

to a lawyer. D o you understand these.r{ghts, gxx2x Mr. Haile?
Yes sir, I do.

A11 right. Now xmdo you wish to go ahead and talk to us?

I waive my rights, yes.

A1l right. HNow, Hr. Hailes, as I understand it, basically the
allegations that -- propounded by you and others to Magistrate
Boyd are some involving illegalities or violations of criminal
laws and others are allegations regarding improprieties or mis-
management in DEA Office here in E1 Paso, I'd like to take those

in that order. First handling illegalities or criminal violations,

“if any, and then go to the improprieties or mismanagement. If you'll

try to handle it Bnd/g?ving me facts, saying th039~things that you
know of your own personal knowledge and also if you kné&aﬁt through
hearsay, indicate to us what witnesses we might contact in order
to follow up. A1l right, sir. if you'll just go ahead and start
on that first subject matter, I'11 appreciate it.

Ok, This is in regards to any, say, criminal violations.

Right.

Personally I don't know if there -- there's any criminal there in
this particular case, but --

A11 right.

I'11 let you be the sole judge of that.

Ok.

Once, in 1873, just after the 1nception'of the Drug Enforcement

Administration, I happened to work as a co-undercover agent with one
Special Agent by the name of Oscar Lecomb. At which time we were

attempting to infiltrate into a hevein-zype ring operated by a



